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Tony Parkhurst (retired USMC — packing leader), Sgt. Chad Giles and Sgt. John
Freeseha (a Turlock native) arrived with their big, huge mules and pack
equipment,

I located the men after they had unpacked and situated their stock, with the Lake-
Mendo unit. Dennis Jensen’s son, Capt. Sven Jensen (a BCHC member) had
attended this specialized training center and had told me about their amazing
program. Jensen extended a warm welcome (and quite possibly a cold beer) to
the men. I found the men to be extremely polite, warm and yes, funny! An
instant friendship was made then and there.

Everyone did their utmost to make sure the Marines had everything they needed.
A huge thank you goes out to the North Bay Unit for sponsoring the Marines,
the Rendezvous Committee, Mid Valley Unit, and JB Presents for arranging
lunch from one of the food vendors. THANK YOU very much!!

The Friday night awards dinner was full of good food and fun. Our event seemed
to be well attended and for the most part, got the 2009 Rendezvous off to a great
start. The Marines joined us at the table with the Lake-Mendo and North Bay
unit. We got acquainted very quickly as these men were so well adept at their
social skills!! Continued on page 3
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President’s Memo - April 2009

Hi Folks!

Y our unit members have been quite active this past
month!

A number of us attended the Equus Awards Dinner and
witnessed, Dan Horn graciously accept recognition and
thanks “on behalf of all of us,” for the work projects he
has been responsible for organizing, that benefit all user
groups.

Be sure to give him a “pat on the back” next time you
see him (but not too hard)!

Projects Update:

Hood Mountain: Dan, James Kelley, Rafael Negrete
and “yours truly” set the concrete foundation for the
manure bunker located in the parking lot. Rafael taught
me how to put a nice smooth finish on the concrete... I
swear it’s just like icing a cake!

Willow Creek: 1know a number of you frequently ride
Willow Creek. LandPaths would like to know that the
“equestrian community” has an interest in lending a
hand in its upkeep. (They aren’t aware of what we do,
because we aren’t signing up to work on their work
parties.) So, when any of you ride and work the trails,
please email the folks at LandPaths to let them know
how many hours you’ve spent stewarding the land.
LandPaths has done a lot, for and with the hiking
community, but they need to know that we are also a
great resource to link up with. Please email Craig
Anderson at: craig@landpaths.org. with your hours.

Spring Ride Update: MAY 15 — 171 NOW IS

THE TIME TO START GATHERING ITEMS FOR
THE RAFFLE OR AUCTION. Please call friends or
business contacts with items or services to donate.

Then, all you have to do is CONTACT PHIL
MONETTE. He will arrange to pick up the items and
give the donor a receipt! Do you provide a service of
some kind that you would be willing to donate? Only
one more meeting before our event!

Please come join us April 21* 7 pm-SCDR clubhouse.

Nadine Lavell (nlavell@sonic.net ),
TamiaLagrave (blondemaverick@comcast.ne)
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are in charge of coordinating volunteers who are willing to
give an hour or two during the event. Please contact one of
them so that they can start planning.

Finally, I had a rather rude awakening in regards to my
homeowners insurance.

How many of you absolutely know for sure, that you have
equine personal liability coverage thru your homeowner’s
policy?

Guess again...most policies do not cover equines, or if they
did in the past, they may not now. Nor will most Personal
Liability Umbrella policies either.

Think about it...you and your friends are enjoying a
wonderful ride on a “shared” trail or beach with hikers,
baby buggies, bikes, backpacks, and your horse kicks
someone or causes a wreck. Or worse, they get out on a
busy road and cause an accident like the horrible event that
took place last month. Personally, it made me think twice
about assuming I was covered. One quick call to my broker
and I found out I was not. There are a number of different
types of coverage and if you board your horses, your barn
owner may have a policy that could possibly cover your
horse for an additional charge. I checked with the agent for
BCHC to see if there was group coverage available at a
lower rate, and there is not. Some horse registries offer
liability insurance, but it may only cover you while you are
at a club sponsored event or show.

If your insurance broker cannot supply you with an equine
liability rider, try contacting Michele at Jorene Mize
Insurance. She may or may not be able to help you. That
is the company that provides insurance to BCHC. Her
email is Michele@mize-insurance.com or phone
559-877-7631. She will email or fax you an application or
questionnaire to complete.

You have to do your own homework in this regard! Be sure
to ask for, and read the coverage offered. Understand the

conditions of the policy, exclusions, and your duties in the
event of a claim.

And by the way, “Happy Trails!” ~ President Denise

w3y TraNks!




Saturday found the bleachers completely full for the
Marine demo. Crowds surrounded the area and the
Marines sporting their fatigues set to begin. Tony
Parkhust led the way by addressing the crowd with
information about his unit and their mission. Cold
Weather Packing was the topic, however, Tony informed
us that the only difference between warm and cold weather
packing, was to simply put on more coats! Tony talked to
us about how his unit also instructed many other countries
in the art of packing. We were told that in Afghanistan the
mules are procured by indigenous packers. Examples of
various situations involving pack animals were discussed,
with sensitive specifics excluded.Chad and John
demonstrated their techniques of packing stock and it was
drilled into our heads, half hitch is the simple way to go!
There was an extensive question and answer session
following the demo and the crowd was very actively
engaged in questions for the Marines. I asked if we could
raise the funds again for next year, would the Marines
consider attending our event; the answer was a YES and
the crowd went wild!

A huge sense of patriotism was evident, especially when
our first-time-ever parade was held at noon. Right on the
heels of the Marines demo, the Gustine High School Band,
in full marching uniforms led the way, along with a
Special Needs Riding group, the Mountain Men
Reenactors (this was a demo that was new to our event
also, and very well received, thank you Mountain Men),
Lenore Ryan and her goat packer, a grand showing of
Units were also on hand and much more. If you missed
the parade, it was quite impressive. Jane Hammond sang
the National Anthem and Larry Shuman did the
invocation. I don’t know about anyone else, but I hope
this Parade and Opening Ceremony will become a
trademark for our event and a tradition of our own!

The Saturday night dinner and fun band found the Marines
dancing with young and old alike. Their interest in
Backcountry Horsemen continued as they talked to anyone
and everyone about our club and their particular mission. I
could not have envisioned a better cast of characters to
have attended our event. Should the Marines return, we
will include some Gentle Use dialog and strive to attain
GU Points for their demo!

All of the men told me that they felt extremely welcomed
by our group and thought we were one of the nicest
organizations they had met. Here is what Tony Parkhurst
emailed me:

“A huge thank you goes out to the
North Bay Unit for sponsoring
the Marines”

“Lisa, on behalf of John, Chad and me - thank you for
making us at home for the duration of our stay and on behalf
of the Marine Corps. Thank you for the time we had to
present what we do in support of our service man and
woman in harms way. If there is anything that we can help
you with please e-mail me and I will pass it up the chain.”

Thanks
Tony

The feedback I got from these fine Marines was wonderful.
Chad told me that even if they weren’t invited back next
year, he was going to attend. All of them loved BCHC and
were amazed at the various work projects and Public Lands
issues we are so impassioned with. These men came on their
own dime, they took personal days off, unpaid, spent their
own gas money and more. Just like all of our speakers, they
invested in our common goals. As most of you already
know, all of our speakers attend without stipend, however,
since the military is a group near and dear to my heart and
family history, this is the first time anyone has sponsored a
speaker. The North Bay unit paid for their admission,
camping, stalls and food. Additionally, BCHC members
brought hay for their stock.

It is my humble opinion that in the future, if we wish to
secure some new and diverse speakers, we should attempt to
gain sponsorship from various arenas. This is one way we
can be “better by design”, bring new and exciting speakers,
and involve the public by their investment and more.

One of the unique demos was the Mountain Men Reenactors,
who provided demos the entire time of this event. If you
missed their demo, you really missed out. Terry Haider, his
wife and mother along with Art Johnson provided essential
history lessons and tomahawk tossing. Terry has
volunteered to spearhead the History of Packing for BCHC.
I welcome anyone who has information on BCHC club
members who have been instrumental in packing in their
area, to contact me and/or Terry to begin documenting and
archiving our history. In order to pass along our heritage, it
is crucial that we begin this step to pass along to generations
to come!

I personally want to thank each and every person on the
Education Committee, Rendezvous Committee, the Mid
Valley Unit, JB Presents, each and every GU Speaker and
clinic trainers, as well as everyone who participated in the
success of this year’s Rendezvous. I know I have forgotten
many but please forgive me; you are all generous in your
time, money and energy.

Continued on page 4
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I am having so much fun getting to know
everyone and what a class act BCHC is!

Thanks from the bottom of my heart. What I
lack in equine knowledge, I hope to make up for
with my devotion to BCHC and my
organizational skills.

In today’s economy and hard times, it was a
breath of fresh air to forget our differences for a
weekend, and celebrate our similarities. I for
one, left exhausted, tired in a good kind of way,
much like a packing trip. We hit some bumps
and overcame the obstacles and the end result,
was a job well done!!

If you have any pictures from the Rendezvous,
please email them to me, as I’'m adding a Photo
Album to our state website. I know that Larry
Shuman would also like some photos for his
ongoing slide show presentation as well as Dan
Horn for his Wilderness Rider slide show (a
Wilderness Rider page will be added to our
website too, stay tuned®©.

I am available by email, phone or snail mail, so
please don’t hesitate to contact me for feedback,
questions, and suggestions. We are all here to
make this club the most effective organization,
this is YOUR club. It takes a
VIlAge.....eeevieiieeieeece e

AND, on a personal exciting note for me, I was
just accepted into the 2009 Wilderness Rider
Training Program to be held May 9-15" in
Henry Coe State Park (by Morgan Hill, very
close to my hometown of Carmel).

I’m much honored to have been chosen as I'm a
fairly novice rider, first time equine owner and
have no packing experience. I will make sure to
take great notes of my experience, so stay tuned
for some upcoming articles about my amazing

journey!

My goal is to gain as much knowledge as possible
to enable me to best represent the Backcountry
Horsemen of California and to begin developing
relationships with agencies in Monterey County.
Yes, due to the economy, I was forced to move
from Lake County back to my hometown but was
lucky enough to be given a caretaker position on a
mini ranch, half way between Monterey and
Salinas.

I have the best of worlds, city life but living in
Steinbeck Country!! If anyone is ever in my neck
of the woods, we have Marina State Beach,
Garland Regional Park, Ventana Wilderness, Los
Padres Wilderness, and acres and acres of BLM
land off the former Ft. Ord. All of these venues
are horse friendly and I can’t wait to start riding in
my backyard again. I just bought a vintage horse
trailer and ready to hit the trails so just let me
know if you are heading my way, Salinas Rodeo
is in July..........

Signing off — yours truly

Lisa Deas

BCHC Co-VP of Education and State Webmaster
North Bay Unit Newsletter Editor
muledaze@yahoo.com

If you need forms or want to turn in
finished reports contact;
Dan Horn 707 544 4543

Or mail forms to North Bay BCHC-1055
West College Ave. # 153
Santa Rosa, Ca. 95401




Vice President’s Report

I’ve just returned from the 2009 BCHC Rendezvous in
Turlock, CA. a gathering of all the Backcountry Horsemen
units in California. This meeting gives all the units
throughout the state a chance to interact and share their
concerns, experiences and successes with the other units, as
well as educates members about “Gentle Use- Leave No
Trace”, back country riding and packing, and public lands
issues.

On Thursday, Kevin Garden, the attorney for Public lands
use for BCHA (national) gave a 7 hour course on navigating
the Federal intra agency relationships and how to work with
these agencies on equestrian issues and public lands use. A
lot of issues are facing the equestrian community, trail use
reclassification, wilderness areas use, even parking for horse
trailers on Federal lands. Many of these national issues had
their start here in California from concerns of local units.

On Friday, the first full day of Rendezvous, Dan Clifford,
an attorney for BCHC (state),

Gave a follow up meeting to discuss local public lands
issues and put previous day’s meeting in perspective for
state and local issues. Also that day there were classes
offered on horse training and pack-stock training.

On Saturday, things got into full swing, there were lots of
classes, trailer safety given by the CHP, officer training for
unit board members, our own Dan Horn gave a class on
gentle use concepts assisted by Donna Meier, and both are
Wilderness riders and master educators in gentle use.

Also Saturday morning, it was my honor and pleasure to
introduce the

Marine Corps Mountain Warfare Training Center’s
demonstration of military stock packing skills and
techniques, sponsored by the North Bay Unit. This was
perhaps the best-attended event of Rendezvous, showing
how our military uses pack stock in Afghanistan and other
areas to support our troops, with a question and answer
session at the end. Great Job Guys!

I encourage all our membership to try to
attend next years Rendezvous, it will be time
well spent.

Respectfully submitted,

PHIL MONETTE, V.P. North Bay Unit

For more information, call (707) 565-2041 weekdays,
or visit http://www.sonomacountyparks.org

Co
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Regional Parks Depariment

EQUESTRIAN ADVENTURES IN

REGIONAL PARKS
Donna LaGraffe, Marketing Specialist

Equestrians have numerous trails to enjoy when they’re in Sonoma
County’s Regional Parks. Steep or gentle grades, paved roads, dirt
trails, or sandy beaches - there are fifteen regional parks providing
diverse choices for horseback riding, including Doran Beach, Hood
Mountain, Shiloh Ranch, Helen Putnam and Riverfront. And now,
there’s even more reasons to get out to these parks!

The Sonoma County Annual Park Pass offers unlimited day-use
parking in all 43 parks for a full 12 months. Instead of paying the $6
day-use fee each time, you buy a pass and park free for a year! And
during the pass promotion, April 1 - June 30, every pass purchaser
receives up to $200 worth of special offers available only during this 3-
month promotion. Working in partnership with local businesses,
Regional Parks is pleased to present the following promotional offers
this year:

*  Free ceramic coffee mug with logo - Sebastopol Hardware
Center

*  Free home water conservation checkup - Santa Rosa Plumbing

*  Free one night camping - Sonoma County Regional Parks

*  Free one-hour kayak rental (holidays excluded) - Spring Lake
Boat Rentals

*  Free water bottle & 15% off any purchase (one-time use —
excludes sale items & bikes. In-stock merchandise only) at either
store - NorCal Bike Sport / The Bike Peddler

*  Free water bottle with $20 purchase & one free
camping/backpacking gear rental - Sonoma Outfitters

*  Free logo T-shirt or hat - Santa Rosa BMW Motorcycles

*  $25 off outdoor gear rental - REI Santa Rosa

*  $30 off a new surfboard or wetsuit & 50% off surf or beach
rental equipment - Bodega Bay Surf Shack

*  25% off MAJOR bike tune-up (repeatable) and 20% off regular
priced parts, accessories, and clothing and 10% off regular
priced bicycle or car rack (one time use) - Rincon Cyclery

» 2 for the price of 1 on an existing bike tour & $10 off bike rental
- Getaway Adventures

* Rent one canoe, get second free - River’s Edge Kayak and
Canoe

*  Rent one canoe, get second free (with advance reservation) -
Burke’s Canoe Trips

* Rent one kayak, get second free (or 50% off one kayak) -
Bodega Bay Kayak

The $60 Day Use passes are for individuals or families. Golden Years
passes are for those age 60+ and cost $27. For those with permanently
disabilities, the Access Pass costs $21.

During the promotion, the Day Use & Golden Years passes are
available at: Longs Drugs in Sonoma County, REI Santa Rosa,
Sonoma Outfitters, Rincon Cyclery, The Bike Peddler, NorCal Bike
Sport, Bodega Bay Surf Shack, Sebastopol Hardware Center, and
Santa Rosa BMW Motorcycles. You can also buy a pass at any staffed
Regional Park entry station. Day Use passes may also be purchased
online. Access passes are available only through the parks’ main
office.
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Santa Rosa Junior College Student Training
By Dan Horn

On Friday April 10", Ranger Joel, Donna Meier and I took a
group of Students from the J.C. lead by their instructor
Regional Park Ranger Bill Trunick out to the South Trail
Head at Lake Sonoma to work on the Water Trough and
Spring. We wanted to show them the advantages of using
Pack Stock when doing trail work.

We started with a trail head orientation giving the basics of
pack stock, pack saddles and pack gear.

Once at the site, first order of business was to
disassemble the old spring box. Our plan was to
move it up the hill to where the water came out of
the mountain. So Ranger Bill got the bunch started
taking down the fence that we have to put around
springs to keep the Wild Pigs out.

For some of these young folks it was the first time they
had ever seen pack stock except in movies.

After finishing up loading the stock, we took off to the
spring location about a 1 /2 miles in. Donna and I took
the lead with the students following on foot.

Then they dug up the old spring
box, while we laid out where the
new ditch would go up the hill.
Ranger Mike Atchison had dragged
in the new pipe behind the ATV a
few days before.




Ranger Bill gave us a
demonstration of the
back-breaking way
grandpa use to do it,
but there were no
complaints from the
crew about using the
tillers.

We fired up the two Mantis
Tillers we packed in to
show them the advantages
of modern equipment.

Part of the crew began digging out
the new spring location.

o 2 : While the crew was
cutting ditch and setting
the spring box, Donna
and [ went back to the
trail head to get six 80
Ib. bags of pea gravel to
surround the spring box
as a filter. We also had
to call down to the Lake
Office to scrounge some
more pipe, seems my
guess from memory was
about 50 ft short.

Our timing was perfect to return, the gang was ready for the Pea Gravel. I had to laugh as they unloaded the bags off
the pack stock, one of the boys said he was sure glad he did not have to carry them in from the trail head. Ranger Joel
added in the extra pipe we had Ranger Cindy Rowe run up to the trail head and the water started to flow.

Thanks to Ranger Bill and the
J.C. Students for a job well done.

This water trough has been dry for over a year.

I would like to give
Shear Builders Inc. of Windsor
a Special Thanks
for donating the Pea Gravel.




Back Country Horsemen North Bay Unit
ANNUAL

Spring Ride
Rasche Ranch, Potter Valley
May 15th thru 17th, 2009

= Reservation Deadline May 6, 2009 5 Fully Catered
, _ : Friday
= Rain or Shine - No Refunds Arrive 12 noon till-—
= Ride Limited To First 150 Riders ~ : ~ BBQDinnerSto7pm
Square Dancing 7:30 pm

= Cost per Person $125.00 :

16 and under $65.00 : Saturday

Sat. Dinner & Dance only ~ $45.00 Breakfast 8 to 9 am

(BCHC membership not required) . Guided Ride 10 am
= Families Welcome E Lunch on Trail

(Under 18 must be supervised by adult) Dinner 6 pm

: : : Dance 7:30 to 11:30 pm
= RSVP — No On-site Registration P

Live Music Saturday Night Sunday
Paul Michael Band  :  Prepcast 5:30am
: Ride 10 am
Contact: Lunch

Dan Horn 707-544-4543

) Break Camp after lunch
Email: Bearstrap@msn.com

Sandra VanVoorhis
707-849-6338
Email: sanvan@grapevinetrading.com Auction Items James Kelly 415 577 6666




The Raffle will be a drawing back stage and results will be posted on a board. This will leave
more time for dancing.
Everyone will have to check their own tickets.

The guided ride will be about 4 hours with stopping for lunch. Free riding on the ranch is ok.
Trails are rocky, shoes are advised.

Rules of the Ride

Must be prepaid, there will be no on site registration
Bring Your own feed for stock
No fires at individual camps ~ No smoking on trail
Adult beverages can not be served on Trail
No Dogs ~ No Firearms ~ No Stallions
Every horse must have a rider

Directions

s East Slde Rd.

Sack Ranch

Private House
Do not enter

Camp

Potter Valley Rd.

Hwy 20

Take Hwy 101 to Ukiah, north of Ukiah take Hwy 20 east approx 8 miles, turn
North on Potter Valley Rd.

Just follow signs from Potter Valley Road to Camp



Reservation Dead Line
May 6, 2009

Please reserve my place on the “Spring Trail Ride Weekend”

Number in Party
Names , , >
Street Address City State
Telephone - Email

$125.00 per person / Children under 16 $65.00/ Sat Dinner & Dance only $45.00
TOTAL INCLOSED

Please Make Checks Payable to BCHC North Bay Unit
Mail to:
BCHC North Bay Unit
PMB#153
1055 West College Ave.
Santa Rosa, Ca. 95401-5036

*hkE***Would you like to get involved? We can use Help*******

Please sign up
{we’ll contact you with details}

Friday Night Dinner Set-up Friday Night Clean-up
Saturday A M lunch Set-up Saturday Night Dinner Set-up
Saturday Night Raffle Set-up Raffle
Saturday Night Clean-up Sunday Morning Breakfast Set-up

Sunday: General grounds clean-up [Leave No Trace]

Any involvement would be appreciated and a great way to meet fellow members!!
Each Job is around 2 hours and will be compensated in raffle tickets



NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

membership@bchcalifornia.org
PARENT Unit Affiliation:

Antelope Valley Kern River Valley

Caballeros del Sol Kern Sierra
Eastern Sierra Lake-Mendo
High Country Los Padres
High Sierra Mid Valley

DCTR (your Membership Number):

Mojave River
Mother Lode
North Bay
Ohlone Riders
Redshank Riders

MAIL TO: Backcountry Horsemen of California
PO Box 1610
Oakdale, CA 95361-1610

(Select and CIRCLE ONE Unit as your Primary Unit Affiliation)

Redwood

San Diego

San Gorgonio Pass
San Joaquin Sierra
Santa Ana River

Sequoia

Shasta Trinity
Sierra Freepackers
Sutter Buttes

Top of the State

(For new memberships, will be determined by Membership Coordinator)

MEMBER’S NAME—No Business Names; Print Clearly

SPOUSE / Co-MEMBER’S NAME—MUST SHARE SAME ADDRESS

Address

- ( )

City State
Total Enclosed: $ Check No.:

Zip Code (full 9 digits, if known)

Area Code Phone

Individual $40.00*  Family $50.00*

Parent Unit Membership Types: (CIRCLE ONE)
Benefactor $100.00

Patron $250.00 Mt Whitney $500.00

Associate Memberships: AN ADDITIONAL $15.00 PER UNIT Is ADDED TO YOUR PARENT UNIT DUES.
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP UNIT AFFILIATIONS MAY NOT BE FOR THE SAME UNIT AS YOUR PARENT UNIT.

$15.00/unit

Associate Membership for:

Associate Membership for:

Unit Name (from above list)

$15.00/unit

Please write additional choices on back.

Unit Name (from above list)

Please clip form along dashed line.

Parent BCHC Membership Types
Individual, Family (Shared*), Benefactor, Patron, and Mt
Whitney. A Parent Membership is affiliated with a single
Local Unit. BCHC members may NOT hold more than
one active Parent Membership.

A SHARED Membership is for two adults with differing
last names, each sharing a common address.

Associate Memberships
These special Memberships are only available to
persons already holding Parent BCHC Membership. No
one may sign up for an Associate Membership without
1) having registered one of the Parent Membership
types, and 2) having selected Parent Unit affiliation.

® You may sign-up for as many Associate Memberships
as you like.

e Associate Memberships may also be initiated at any
time during the term of your Parent Membership.

® Associate Memberships must expire concurrently with
the Parent Membership, and are renewable only at the
time of renewal of the Parent Membership.

Complete information regarding
BCHC Memberships is available on the
MEMBERSHIP pages at BCHCalifornia.org

KEEP FOR YOUR RECORDS

| submitted an Application Form for a new —

-

Individual Membership $ 40.00
- Family (Shared) Membership $ 50.00
- Benefactor Membership $ 100.00
- Patron Membership $ 250.00
r Mt Whitney Membership $ 500.00
On that form, | also requested —
Associate Memberships $
My Total Remittance: $

My Check Number:

Date Mailed:

If you find it necessary to communicate with BCHC
about this SIGN-UP, please send email to

membership@bchcalifornia.org
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CONGRATULATIONS

To MIKE AND BETH

ON THE ARRIVAL OF
THEIR NEw BaBY GIRL!

Backcountry Horsemen of California
North Bay Unit
1055 College Ave. #53,
Santa Rosa, CA 95401-5036






